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Managing risk at bonfires and firework displays

Bonfires and firework displays are universally popular and often ensure a successful
fundraising event. However, fireworks are explosive and incendiary devices burning
at high temperatures which have the potential to cause damage and serious injury.

WHAT CAN GO WRONG? ¥

Most bonfires and firework displays run without any issues however, things can go wrong. ==

For example, if a firework falls on its side when lit, it could hit a building and cause *\
damage or worse, it could hit a spectator and cause personal injury. \
Good practice and risk management is essential to reduce the possibility of unfortunate /
accidents and, should one occur, help ensure a successful defence against any subsequent / / :

legal actions.

ORGANISING A DISPLAY

00

Check your Plan ahead Inform authorities Choose the Safe practice on
Insurance cover right location the night and after

Before planning your Have a plan in place for Inform the following Choose a location that is Have crowd controls in
event, speak to your each element of your authorities of your event: well clear of buildings and place and arrange to have

insurer to check if your display. Consider what could - Police trees; and also where stewards who know what to

policy includes cover for go wrong and what action - Fire brigade spectators can be kept a do in an emergency. After
bonfires or firework should be taken if the worst - Local authorities safe distance away from the the event make sure the
displays. happens. bonfire or fireworks. area is left safe and clear.

The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) provide guidelines on the safe running of firework displays and bonfires covering the above areas.
Any bonfire or firework display should be organised in accordance with the HSE guide HSG124 ‘Giving your own firework display; How to run

and fire it safely’. Following and adhering to these guidelines will ensure that you are observing good practise and exercising correct
risk management.

PROFESSIONAL DISPLAYS

A display organised by professional display organisers has many advantages. Displays can be more spectacular as they have access to and are
legally allowed to use pyrotechnic devices which are not available to the general public. Their operatives are trained, accredited and often have
many years experience in running successful displays.

Not least, if something does go wrong and a claim is made against you, a recovery may be made against them, thus protecting your claims
history. When using professional display organisers you should ensure they are covered by the following:

PUBLIC LIABILITY
INSURANCE

X MEMBERS OF THE

Witk 3 it BRITISH PYROTECHNISTS
ith @ minimum o : :

limit of indemnity ASSOCIATION

WHY RISK GOING ANYWHERE ELSE?

ASK YOUR BROKER ABOUT MARKEL
www.markelinternational.com/uk

This is not a policy document and contains only general descriptions and illustrations.
Policyholders must refer to the actual policy issued for the binding terms, conditions and exclusions of cover.



